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New Orleans, LA - July 27, 2009 - 
District "D" Councilmember Cynthia 
Hedge-Morrell and New Orleans 
Hornets' point guard Chris Paul 
officially opened a new outdoor 
basketball court at Hardin Park in 
the 7th Ward on Sunday. This is the 
second of three courts Paul is 
revitalizing in the community.
 
The new court is painted with the 
black and gold logo of Wake Forest 
University, where Paul played 
for two years before entering the 
NBA draft. Paul dedicated the new 
court to his college basketball 
coach, Skip Prosser, who died 
exactly two years earlier.
 
Councilmember Hedge-Morrell said, 
"This is a wonderful addition for this 
community. St. Augustine High 
School uses this park for their 
athletics and P.E., and it's great for 

them to have use of such a nice facility." Councilmember Hedge-
Morrell has also secured funding to renovate the park's playground.
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Taking advantage of a break in the rain, Paul took time to shoot a 
few baskets, and then sign autographs for the dozens of 
neighborhood children in attendance.

New Orleans City Council
The New Orleans City Council is the legislative branch of New Orleans city government. The Council 
considers and enacts all local laws that govern the City of New Orleans. The Council also approves the 
operating and capital budgets for the City, as recommended by the mayor, and continually monitors 
revenues and expenditures for local government operations. The City Council is also the regulatory body 
for public utilities. It also reviews and has final say on many land use and zoning matters, as well as 
considers major economic development projects for the City. As a Board of Review for Orleans Parish, 
the Council examines appeals of property tax assessments for real estate taxes, and certifies tax rolls to 
the Louisiana Tax Commission. Other responsibilities of the Council include overseeing the operation of 
the public access television in Orleans Parish. 

The City Council is comprised of five districts and two councilmembers-at-large. Council President and 
Councilmember-at-Large Arnie Fielkow; Council Vice President and Councilmember-at-Large Jacquelyn 
Brechtel Clarkson; District "A" Councilmember Shelley Midura; District "B" Councilmember Stacy S. Head; 
District "C" Councilmember James Carter; District "D" Councilmember Cynthia Hedge-Morrell; and 
District "E" Councilmember Cynthia Willard-Lewis.
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